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The Winner's Circle
By Haley Shapley

All bets were for Churchill Downs' Tricia Amburgey to win her battle with breast cancer, no matter the odds.

As Tricia Amburgey rounded the bend of the Survivors Parade on Kentucky Oaks Day at Churchill Dow ns last year, she w as
overw helmed by the outpouring of support in the crow d.

"I w as already exhausted just from w orking, the chemo, I still had nausea, I had no hair, I'd lost all my f ingernails, but I w alked
around that corner and just saw  all those people w earing pink," she says. "First of all, the roar of the crow d and then the hush of
the crow d, it just made all my pain, all my self-pity go aw ay. It felt like all those people w ere looking at me. They w ere all there to
say, 'It's going to be okay.'"

If  they w eren't all looking at Amburgey, they should've been — it's largely because of her that the event happened in the f irst place.

The vice president of sales at Churchill Dow ns, Amburgey w as beginning another ordinary day back in late 2008 w hen she w alked
into her bathroom and felt like she had run into the door. She looked dow n and realized she hadn't hit anything — later, she found
out that the strange sensation w as the result of a stage 3 tumor breaking through the breast w all. Because the cancer w as
advanced, Amburgey, 38 at the time, underw ent aggressive treatment, immediately having a double mastectomy, then eight
chemotherapy treatments every other w eek and 36 consecutive radiation treatments.

"Unfortunately, I w as at w ork w hen I got the new s. I totally thought they w ere going to say it w as benign, that it w as just a cyst,"
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she says. "I w as not mentally prepared — I w as driving home, saying aloud to myself, 'I have breast cancer.' I'm also an extremely
positive, hopeful person, so my next thought w as, 'Okay, I'll get through this and move on.'"

She took that f ighter attitude to her job, opting to w ork as much as she could. "I chose to have chemo treatments on Fridays so that
I w ouldn't miss much w ork because I love w hat I do and w ork helped me get out of bed," Amburgey says. As a sign of support for
the 18-year company veteran, her small department of four started w earing pink on Fridays. Soon, the entire company w as
sporting pink on her chemo days, including staff at the three other racetracks ow ned by Churchill Dow ns. "It w as touching to me,
especially the men," she says. "Some of them literally w ent out and bought their f irst pink piece of clothing."

And so that sea of pink she saw  at the Survivors Parade w as familiar, but no less meaningful. The company had been w anting to
partner w ith a female-oriented charity for the annual Kentucky Oaks, the sister event of the Kentucky Derby, and w ith Amburgey's
battle w ith breast cancer, Susan G. Komen for the Cure became the natural choice. They w ent a step further, adding on the
Survivors Parade, to honor, as Amburgey says, "the extremely strong, independent w omen w ho are proud to show  their scars,
that they w ent through this battle and survived, and are better for it."

None are stronger or more independent than Amburgey herself. "There w as a lady at w ork w ho had to have her appendix out. I
had my double mastectomy, and I came back to w ork before she did. She called me and said, 'You have to go home, you're making
me look bad,'" Amburgey remembers w ith a laugh. "I could've laid in bed, but me being back in the off ice helped me get through it.
Find w hat your strength is — I didn't know  how  strong I w as until I w as able to get through."
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