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Find more information about the Albuquerque

Intemational Balloon Fiesta at balloonfiesta'com

or cabq.gov/balloon.
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Ouiet Waters Paddling Adventures,

$69. 105 D PleasantView Drive, Bernalillo.

(505) 77 1 -1234; quietwaterspaddling.com

' '' i:iij!f ii;i f i1',i;: Imaginethescene:AheavymistenvelopstheRioGrande,
just as the sun reveals its f,rst rays of the day. Beavers busily swim by, while birds soar

gracefuliy overhead. As you paddle your canoe or kayak through the water, you look up

to spot a colorful balloon floating silent\ through the sky, iooking as though it belongs

there just as naturally as the clouds. Then you see another, and another, until they're

dotting the landscape like whimsicaliy coiored apples sprouting across an orchard'

"The atmosphere of the river at that time of day is really special," says Michael Hayes,

president of QuietWaters PaddlingAdventures, which offers Float the Fiesta trips'

Yes, the trips start early-parricipants arrive at 5:30 a.m.-but they offer a way to

experience the Fiesta unlike anything else. After iaunching from a spot 6 miles northwest

of Balloon Fiesta Park, you'll float downstream. If the conditions are right, about halfrvay

into the more than three-hour trip you'li be surrounded by balloons, some of which might

do a "splash and dash"-that is, dip their baskets atop the river.

"You have spectacular views of the balloons, regardless of which way the wind is

blowing," Hayes says. "But when the winds cooperate, we've had some amazing stuff

happen. I've got photos of canoeists chatting with balloon pilots'"

Afterward, you,ll stop on a sandbar for a brunch ofbaked goods and lots of

conversation about what you've seen-all before most people have started their day'
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After HeatherAmoid and her husband,Josh (pictured), missed Mass

Ascension one year while waiting in a long line of cars entering Balloon Fiesta Park, they knew there had
to be another way to get a good view of the action. Inspired by their love of sightseeingby birycle, they
opened Routes Birycle Tours and Rentals in 20LL, and the Bikes and Balloons Tour was born, offering spec-

tators who were willing to put in a little pedal power the opporlunity to see the Fiesta from two wheels.
The tour begins at 5:45 a.m. at Los Poblanos Historic Inn and Organic Farm. Aiong the 16-mile round-

trip to Balloon Fiesta Park, guides share Albuquerque and ballooning history.'As you ride along the
Rio Grande Bosque Tlail, you can see all of the bailoons testing the weather out,"
Heather says. "They look iike lantems in the sky, which is really beautiful."

Once at the Fiesta, riders leave their bikes in a designated area and grab a

; burrito or farm-fresh breakfast prepared

$50 beginner ride; $65

advanced ride. 404

San Felipe Street NW

#B-1. (s05) 933-5667;

routesrentals.com.

lrr li''frt

RUET

by Los Poblanos chefs.

New this year, Routes will also offer a
shorter, iess strenuous ride that is 6 miles
roundtrip from the Albuquerque Marriott
Py-amid North and runs along a

dedicated birycle and pedestrian
path through the city.

"Cycling is so much fun
because you really kind of feel
the magic of the city," Heather
says. "It becomes much more
than just seeing the Balloon

Fiesta. People are getting to
see more of Albuquerque

than they might
otherwise."
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AndMore!
," BA[L[ Il\l-S}lAP t0 [ [ ti C lll\jllls with two locations in

Albuquerque (one on the east side and one on the west)' Rebel

Donut is a must-stop during the Fiesta to sample hot-air-balloon-

shaped doughnuts.While the colorful pastries are the stars

duringFiestatime,RebelDonutalsooffersseveralspecialtiesthat
showcase local flavors, such as apple/green chile, blue com with

pifrons,andMexicanchocolate."\Metrytousethemasourlittle
wayofshowingoffwhatourStatelikes,''saysRebelco-ownerCarrie
Mettling. >>> Rebel Donut, $17 per dozen 2435 Wyoming Boulevard NE'

(505) 293-0553. 931'1 Coors Boulevard NW (505) B9B-3090; rebeldonut com
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the worm, but does it also bagbirdies? Grab an early tee time (starting

at 7:30 a.m.) at Sandia Golf CIub, located 5 miles west of the park and a

prime balloon viewing spot during Mass Ascension-as you're swinging'

it just may feel as though your golf ball is going to drop right into a balloon

Uastet. (Don't worry; that's pretty unlikely') -'>> Sandia Golf Club' prices for

1B holes staft at $71. 30 Rainbow Road NE (505) 798-3990; sandiagol{ com'

,,, ANOIR5ilN_ff [RI]IIil ALBIIIllIRQIII TNIIRl\lAIIilt\lfiL BALTOIN NIIISE IIIVI

How do hot air balloons float? When did the Fiesta begin? How did ba]]oons

playaroleintheCivilWar?Leamtheanswerstothesequestionsandmore
at *ris museum. During the Fiesta, it's open from 5 a'm' to 5 p'm' and hosts

special events, including what museum officials are calling a "happy place"

(where spectators can chill out and play games)' as well as a

Furry Friends Fiesta Day on October 5 that includes a pet

parade and dog-agility demonstrations' Located next

to Balloon Fiesta Park and featuring floor-to-

ceiling windows, the museum is a great place

to watch all the brilliant balloons go by' :-'>>

Anderson-Abruzzo /rlbuquerque lnternational

Balloon Museum, $1*$4 admission 9201

Balloon Museum Drive NE. (505) 768-6020;

balloonmuseum.com. 0

Haley Shapley is afreelancewiter inSeattle'

Be sure to designate a diver if you plan to dink

at an eventwhere alcoholis sewed'

20 NewMexicojourney I September/October2O14
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